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Contact : Elizabeth Peroni at 800-522-9983

Ed Conley at 800-287-1901
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 15, 2005
PENNSYLVANIA’S 18th ANNUAL BEST BAGGER CONTEST 

SET FOR MAY 26 AT HOTEL HERSHEY

CAMP HILL, PA — The answer once again is paper AND plastic at the upcoming Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association’s (PFMA) Annual Food Industry Conference. 

PFMA presents the 18th Annual Pennsylvania’s Best Bagger Contest, beginning at 

2 p.m., on May 26 at the Hotel Hershey’s Garden Terrace Ballroom. 

The 2004 Pennsylvania’s champion will compete at the National Grocers Association (NGA) Convention in Las Vegas next February. Last year’s Pennsylvania champion, Chad Thom of Genuardi’s, finished second in this year’s NGA national event.

The 2005 Pennsylvania’s Best Bagger competition is once again sponsored by Associated Wholesalers, Inc., which has sponsored the event since its inception.                                                

The new state champion is expected to be crowned around 4 p.m.

PFMA’s top baggers will compete in a plastic bag round, and a paper bag event, emceed by Harrisburg news anchor Alicia Richards of WHTM-TV ABC 27.
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Vanguard Plastics, Inc. serves as the official plastic bag of the event, and Vanguard’s National Accounts Manager Carl Hisle will co-ordinate this feature.

Penn Jersey Paper Company returns as the offical “paper bag” for the event, while scales are courtesy of DIGI-Philadelphia.
Product is provided by Ellwood City Save-a-Lot, and the shopping carts come from Fox’s Markets, Hershey.

Family, friends and members of the food industry will cheer on their favorite baggers at this unique event.

Competitors from across the state have qualified in their store or regional contests. 

The baggers will represent Nell’s/Croppers Shurfine, Giant Eagle, Giant Food Stores, Redner’s Warehouse Markets, Clemens Family Markets, Genuardi’s and Pathmark.

Consumer advocate Mary Bach again leads the experienced team of judges that include Charlie Luecke, president of DIGI-Philadelphia and Hisle, representing Vanguard Plastics.

The new Pennsylvania champion will receive a trip to Las Vegas to compete in next year’s national finals, $500 and a unique championship trophy.

For additional information on Pennsylvania’s Best Bagger Contest, please contact Elizabeth Peroni at 800-522-9983 or Ed Conley at 800-287-1901.
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About PFMA

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association is a statewide trade association that works to improve the public image, effectiveness and profitability of more than 6,000 retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated business members throughout Pennsylvania.
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