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GENUARDI’S BAGGER WINS PENNSYLVANIA’S BEST BAGGER CHAMPIONSHIP

HARRISBURG — Courtney Acton of Genuardi’s in Royersford, Pennsylvania is the 2009 Pennsylvania’s Best Bagger Champion thanks to her excellent bag building technique and even weight distribution in the contest held Thursday, May 21 in Harrisburg.

The 17-year-old cashier/bagger, who is a junior at Spring-Ford High School, earned 50.42 points out of the possible 55 points in the 22nd annual competition hosted by the Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA). She competed against 20 supermarket baggers in paper bag and plastic bag competitions, which measure speed, bag building, weight distribution, attitude and appearance.

Her prize includes a trip to the national competition in Las Vegas next year, a cash prize, and a championship trophy. 

The other finalists are: Anthony Gasparro, 2nd place, Henning’s Market, Harleysville; Lauren Echols, 3rd place, Genuardi’s, Conshohocken; and April O’Conner, 4th place, Acme Markets, Woodhaven, Pennsylvania.

Hilex Poly provided the official plastic bag, while Penn Jersey Paper Company sponsored the official paper bag for the event. Thanks to Karns Quality Foods, Ltd. and Giant Food Stores, LLC for loaning the shopping carts and the scales for the contest.

The competitors from across the state competed in store and regional contests in April and May to qualify for the state contest. They represented Acme, Genuardi’s, Giant Eagle, Giant Food Stores, Henning’s Market and Weis Markets.

PFMA donated $500 to the “Essence of Humanity Award” in honor of Alicia Richards, news anchor for WHTM-TV, Harrisburg, who served as emcee for the event. The award honors everyday heroes in the community who serve as an inspiration to the people whose lives they touch. In addition, all the non-perishable food items were donated to the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank.

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association/Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council is a statewide trade association representing more than 1,300 retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated business members throughout Pennsylvania.          
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