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PA Food Merchants Association: Food merchants advocate for more choice in beer sales to consumers 

at joint hearing of state House, Senate. 
HARRISBURG -- The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association and many of its member stores told a joint state House-Senate hearing March 20 that Pennsylvanians should be offered the convenience of purchasing beer in supermarkets and convenience stores. 

It is a matter of choice for consumers who, right now, can either buy a case of beer from a distributor or get up to two six-packs at a tavern. Sales of beer in convenience stores and supermarkets would be by the six-pack, with consumers being able to purchase up to two six packs per visit. 

The issue is in the news because of a recent court case involving a Sheetz convenience restaurant in Altoona. Sheetz is appealing a Commonwealth Court decision which held that the store had to offer beer for consumption on the premises in order to sell take-out beer. 

Sheetz officials said they were willing to sell beer for on-premise consumption but their original intent was to limit beer sales to take-out. Beer sales have resumed at the store during the appeal process to the state Supreme Court and the Sheetz officials said they will comply with whatever the high court decides. 

Mike Cortez of Sheetz Stores said forcing its Altoona beer store to offer beer for drinking on the premises would make no more sense than forcing its tobacco customers to smoke in its stores. Cortez maintained that owners of beer licenses should not be forced to avail themselves of all of the privileges afforded by a license just to make beer sales. 

—MORE—

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association supports efforts to give consumers more options on how, where and when they can purchase beer. “There is no reason why supermarkets and convenience stores should be restricted from selling beer,” said Randy St. John, senior vice president of the association. “Supermarkets, convenience stores and beer distributors can and will co-exist with consumers being the winners if more, not less choice, is offered.” 

Contact: Randy St. John, Senior Vice President, at 717-731-0600. 
