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RETIRED WAWA EXECUTIVE ANDERSON HONORED DURING PFMA CONFERENCE

Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association meets for two-day meeting

HERSHEY, PA — Vincent P. Anderson, retired Wawa executive and long-time Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA) and Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council (PCSC) board member received the Keystone Award for Lifetime Achievement during the PFMA/PCSC Annual Conference on May 25 in Hershey, Pennsylvania.

“It’s been a privilege to be associated with this fine group,” Anderson said as he accepted the award. “The platform given to us by PFMA gives us so many opportunities. Through my association with PFMA, I have met three governors and three senators. It helped me in my job in GR for my company. My experience working with these people taught me a lot.

“It also allowed me to rub elbows with the giants in the industry,” he continued. “It’s meant a great deal to me, and it’s been fun.”

Anderson retired from his position as senior vice president, law and government relations for Wawa, Inc. at the end of last year. He joined PFMA’s board of directors in the early 1980s. He had served as PFMA chairman from 1991 to 1993. Realizing that convenience store had special legislative issues, he helped start the Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council in 1983 and served as its chairman from 2002 to 2004. In 1999, he received the Man of the Year Award and in 2003 he was awarded the Keystone Award for Good Government. 

“Vince Anderson’s intellectual curiosity, knowledge of the food industry and desire to solve problems in the most efficient manner possible made him a natural association leader,” said David McCorkle, PFMA president and CEO. “His interest in legislative issues, combined with his legal and communication skills enabled him to effectively argue the industry/retail point of view to elected and appointed officials at the local, state and federal level.”

PFMA and PCSC’s two-day Annual Conference featured seminars on loss prevention, disaster scenarios, organized retail theft, and the best merchandising ideas for supermarkets and convenience stores. It also showcased tabletop displays from loss prevention equipment and service providers and the 18th Annual Pennsylvania’s Best Bagger Championship, won by Crystal Young, Redner’s Warehouse Markets, Reading, Pa.

PFMA’s board of directors elected its 2005-2007 officers during the annual board meeting. They are chairman J. Christopher Michael, Associated Wholesalers, Inc., Robesonia, Pa.; vice chairman Scott Hartman, Rutter’s Farm Stores, York, Pa.; treasurer Dan McNabb, Baldwin Whitehall Food Stores, Pittsburgh, Pa.; and secretary Tim Reardon, Giant Food Stores, Carlisle, Pa.                                                                -more-
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Several new board members were appointed to serve terms. They are Tom Jamieson, Shop ‘n Save and Save-A-Lot, Uniontown, Pa.; Paul Sauder, R.W. Sauder, Inc.; and Mark Suprenant, Wawa, Inc., Wawa, Pa. Ryan Redner, Redner’s Markets, will serve as an advisor to the board.

The PCSC executive committee’s also appointed its new officers for 2005-2007. They are chairman Sam Anderson, Pump n Pantry, Montrose, Pa.; vice chairman Dan Pastor, GetGo from Giant Eagle, Pittsburgh; and secretary Paul Rankin, Country Fair Markets, Erie, Pa.

New executive committee members include Debra Goodling, Shipley Stores, York, Pa.; James Farrow, Sunoco, Philadelphia; Jim Robinson, S&D Coffee, Cape May Point, N.J.; and Mark Suprenant, Wawa, Inc., Wawa, Pa.

About PFMA/PCSC

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association/Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council is a statewide trade association that works to improve the public image, effectiveness and profitability of more than 6,000 retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated business members throughout Pennsylvania.
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