[image: image1.jpg]Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association

pennsylvania
convenience
store

council





News Release

CONTACT:  Elizabeth Peroni, PFMA

          (717) 731-0600

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2008

BUTLER AND THOMAS NAMED PRESIDENTS

OF PFMA BUSINESS SUBSIDIARIES

CAMP HILL — The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA) recently announced the promotion of two key staff members. Tanya Butler was named president of Merchants Express Money Order Company, Inc. (MEMO) and its subsidiaries, while Autumn Thomas was named president of Pennsylvania Coupon Redemption Services, Inc. (PCRS) Both companies are wholly-owned subsidiaries of PFMA. The promotions are effective March 1, 2008.

MEMO, Inc. and subsidiaries is a financial service company offering money orders, gift certificates, prepaid cellular and long distance cards; debit, credit and EBT card processing and walk-in bill payment services in 23 states. 

Butler leads MEMO business operations, including establishing strategic goals, objectives and fiscal responsibility at all levels. 

“Through the years, Tanya has been instrumental in expanding MEMO into new states, strengthening our customer service level and developing policies and procedures for anti-money laundering compliance and licensing. Her experience will be vital in expanding MEMO’s product line and geographic area in the future,” said David McCorkle, PFMA president and CEO.

During her 20-year tenure at PFMA, Butler has served in numerous leadership roles, including her most recent position as vice president of money services and executive vice president of MEMO, Inc. and its subsidiaries.

She continues to serve as president of Keystone Marketing Services, Inc., an affiliate of MEMO that manufactures and sells money order dispensing equipment and software. Additionally, she serves on the board of directors for MEMO, Inc., Keystone Marketing Services, Inc. and the Regional Money Services Businesses Association. She is also very active in community, civic and charitable organizations.

-more-
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The University of Pittsburgh graduate holds her bachelor’s degree in speech communications and English and she earned a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Phoenix.

Autumn Thomas was named president of PCRS, a coupon clearinghouse serving retailers in Pennsylvania and surrounding states. Previously, she served as vice president of coupon operations and special projects.

She continues to work as executive director of the Scanning Certification Program (SCP), a retailer price accuracy program, and president of the Responsible Tobacco Sale Certification Program (RTSCP), a mystery shopper program dedicated to preventing underage tobacco sales. Both programs are independent, non-profit corporations that assist retailer participants in complying with state and federal laws.

“Autumn’s knowledge of the coupon processing business brings a high level of professionalism to our operations daily. Under her leadership, PCRS will continue to offer a cost-effective and reliable coupon processing solution for retailers,” McCorkle said. 

Thomas is responsible for the overall operation of PCRS, including financial performance, customer service, marketing, staff development and strategic planning. 

She joined PFMA in 1988 and has served in leadership positions such as PCRS operations manager and general manager of coupon operations.

She actively participates in the following groups: Association of Coupon Professionals, Pennsylvania Association of Weights and Measures, National Institute of Standards and Technology and the Responsible Retailing Forum.

Thomas graduated from Allegheny College, Meadville, Pa., with a bachelor’s degree in economics, and earned her master’s degree in business administration from Penn State University. 

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association/Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council is a statewide trade association representing more than 1,400 retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated business members throughout Pennsylvania.  The association works to improve the public image, effectiveness and profitability of its members who operate more than 5,000 retail food stores. 

A board of directors, led by Chairman Scott Hartman, Rutter’s Farm Stores, York, Pa., guides the strategic goals of PFMA, while PCSC Chairman Sam Anderson, Pump n Pantry Stores, Montrose, Pa., leads the PCSC executive committee.
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