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News Release

Contact: Elizabeth Peroni, PFMA

Phone: (800) 543-8207

Email: eperoni@pfma.net

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SENATOR PIPPY TO JOIN THE FOOD INDUSTRY

IN HONORING THE INDUSTRY’S MILITARY VETERANS

HARRISBURG, PA — Senator John Pippy will join Pennsylvania’s food industry in saluting its military veterans during the 7th Annual Food Industry Conference dinner on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 7 p.m. at the Hilton Harrisburg. The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA) and Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council (PCSC) host the event.

“We often take our freedom for granted and we don’t always take time to thank the people who make that freedom possible. These individuals deserve a special thank you for serving their country,” said David McCorkle, PFMA and PCSC president and chief executive officer. “Many of these men and women had to leave their families and jobs to serve overseas. The industry is proud to pay tribute to these extraordinary men and women.” 

Senator John Pippy (R-Allegheny and Washington), a major in the Pennsylvania National Guard, who has served with the Army Reserve in Iraq and Kuwait, will offer his thanks to the veterans.  In addition, the state senators and representatives from the honorees hometowns are invited to attend the event to offer their congratulations.  
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Pennsylvania retailers registered their company’s military veterans for the honor. Participating retailers include Acme Markets, Associated Wholesalers, Inc., Genuardi’s, Giant Food Stores, Rutter’s Farm Stores, Sheetz, Turkey Hill Minit Markets and Sunoco. 

PFMA and PCSC will also recognize the efforts of Pennsylvania’s food industry to support our military through monetary and product donations. The care package centerpieces at the event will be sent overseas to soldiers. 

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association/Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council is a statewide trade association representing more than 1,400 retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated business members throughout Pennsylvania.  The association works to improve the public image, effectiveness and profitability of its members who operate more than 5,000 retail food stores. 

A board of directors, led by Chairman Scott Hartman, Rutter’s Farm Stores, York, Pa., guides the strategic goals of PFMA, while PCSC Chairman Sam Anderson, Pump n Pantry Stores, Montrose, Pa., leads the PCSC executive committee.
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Honorees

as of May 14, 2008

Jan Carlin


Wernersville, PA 

Army Sgt 1st Class

Joseph Chicoski

Warrington, PA


Army



William S. Gross

Elliottsburg, PA
Marines     
Corporal

Russell E. Beckey Jr.

Mechanicsburg, PA

Navy
     MM3

Gaetano (Guy) Armillotto
Etters, PA 


Fineman 2nd Class

James (Ben) DeAlexandro
Martinsburg, WV

Army
     Specialist 4

Frank Granitz


Allentown, PA


Army 
     Specialist

Ray Steed


Bath, PA


Navy
     GMSN

Kyle Daniel


Carlisle, PA


Navy 
     E-4

Joshua Barrett


Mt. Holly Springs, PA

Army         Sergeant

Bo Flannery


Chambersburg, PA

Air Force   Staff Sgt.

Stewart Hartman, Jr.

York, PA


Marine      Corporal

Timothy McGill, Sr.

Red Lion, PA


Coast Guard E-5

Rodney Smith



York, PA


Air Force    T Sgt.

Ray Sandy



Red Lion, PA




Travis Kis



Niles, OH


Army
Specialist

Javier Rodriquez

Fredricksburg, VA

Army
Sgt. E-6

Derek Hogan



Belle Vernon, PA

Army 
SPC

Arthur Silman



Drums, PA


Navy
Ops Specialist

Clayton Haworth, Jr.

Martinsburg, WV

Army
Specialist

Paul Onuskanich

Jim Thorpe, PA


Army
Sgt. 1st Class

Dominic Juice



Carbondale, PA


Army/Natl Guard  SSG

Sheldon Gray



North Wales, PA

