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FOOD MERCHANTS LOSS PREVENTION GROUP TO RECOGNIZE

OUTSTANDING LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONALS

HARRISBURG, PA — Law enforcement professionals will receive recognition from the Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA) Loss Prevention Committee on June 3 in Harrisburg for their outstanding efforts to solve retail theft crimes.

Detective Raymond E. Craul of the Springettsbury Township Police Department, York, Pa., and the Colonial Regional Police Department, Bethlehem, Pa., will receive the second annual PFMA Outstanding Law Enforcement Award on June 3 at the Hilton Harrisburg. 

Detective Craul joined the Springettsbury Township Police Department as a patrolman in 1992. In 1997, he was promoted to detective. He spent seven years on the York County Drug Task Force and served on the York County Forensic Team. He also serves as a polygraph examiner. 

He attended Kutztown University and graduated from the Harrisburg Area Community College Police Academy.

Rutter’s Farm Stores nominated Detective Craul for the award based on his efforts to solve a robbery at a Rutter’s convenience store on Route 30 in Springettsbury Township. The suspects were involved in many other crimes, including car-jacking an elderly man in New York. Based on Detective Craul’s investigation and video from Rutter’s and Commerce Bank, where the suspects had also visited, the Federal Bureau of Investigation charged four people with crimes, including 11 robberies.

Detective Craul says being selected to receive the award was a surprise.

“It feels good,” he says. “When you work as a team you can get a lot accomplished.”
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Wegmans Food Markets nominated the Colonial Regional Police Department for their work in apprehending and prosecuting a repeat shoplifter. In January 2007, an individual assaulted a Wegmans employee, while stealing a large amount of meat and seafood.

This person had committed similar thefts at other Wegmans stores in multiple jurisdictions. 

According to Wegmans, the Colonial Regional Police Department responded promptly and professionally and actively pursued the suspect. They also regularly collaborated and updated the company on the case. Sergeant John Harmon apprehended the suspect, who had been involved in other crimes.

Colonial Regional Police Chief Roy Seiple says the department has a good relationship with the loss prevention professionals at Wegmans.

“Nine out of 10 times it ends up that the suspect is involved in other crimes,” Chief Seiple says. “Through investigations we solve a lot of crimes.”

The Colonial Regional Police Force, based in Bethlehem, has a staff of 26 people, including 16 patrol officers, four sergeants, a detective, a deputy chief and the chief.

Many of the department’s officers are certified in specialized areas, including Northampton County Drug Task Force, emergency medical certification, detective unit and Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.).

“It’s always good to be recognized,” says Chief Seiple. “It’s always welcome for something that we’ve done well.”

Sergeant John Harman will accept the Outstanding Law Enforcement Award on behalf of the Colonial Regional Police Department.

The PFMA Loss Prevention Committee will present the awards during the PFMA Conference at the Hilton Harrisburg on Tuesday, June 3 at 3:30 p.m. 

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association/Pennsylvania Convenience Store Council is a statewide trade association representing more than 1,300 corporate retail food stores, wholesale distributors and other associated businesses throughout Pennsylvania. The association works to improve the public image, effectiveness and profitability of its members who operate nearly 7,000 retail food stores.
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For more information on the PFMA Loss Prevention Committee, please contact Annette Knapp at 800-543-8207 or at aknapp@pfma.net.
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