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FOOD RETAILERS OPPOSE PHILADELPHIA COMPOSTABLE BAG MANDATE

Retailers Advocate Recycling and Consumer Education Efforts

PHILADELPHIA  (October 24, 2007, 10 a.m.) — Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA) members will ask Philadelphia City Council to step up recycling efforts and educate consumers instead of mandating compostable shopping bags during a public hearing today with the council’s Committee on the Environment.

Food merchants are committed to operating with care and concern for the environment, while working to sustain our landscape, wildlife and natural resources. They currently supply 100 percent recyclable plastic bags and paper bags as options to their customers, along with offering reusable shopping bags to purchase.

As part of their commitment to environmental stewardship, food retailers provide bins where customers can return their plastic bags for recycling. Several Philadelphia supermarket retailers have incentive programs in place where shoppers can receive a rebate for returning their plastic shopping bags. Food retailers recycle plastic bags so that they can be made into items such as composite lumber, park benches, crates, containers, pipes and new shopping bags.

While compostable bags sound like a great alternative for consumers, they will not solve Philadelphia’s litter problem. Instead, they will generate more cost and environmental problems for the city. Compostable bags pollute the recycling stream and require a specific sorting plan to prevent co-mingling with other recyclable materials. A specialized composting facility is required to process these bags. Philadelphia currently has no such facility in place to process compostable bags.

Banning recyclable plastic bags in favor of paper is more expensive and creates a greater negative impact on the environment.  A life-cycle study by Franklin Associates Ltd. found that plastic bags are a better alternative than paper. It takes 13 to 17 trees to produce one ton of paper bags. Since paper bags are much heavier than plastic bags, it takes much more fuel and energy to transport them. Additionally, paper bags take up more room in landfills and generate up to three times more air, water and solid waste pollution than plastic bags.
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David McCorkle, president of the Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association, will urge the members of City Council's Committee on the Environment to consider more comprehensive alternatives than the proposed ban on some packaging materials. 

“I suggest developing a stakeholders group to consider the expansion of all recycling efforts in the city that would include a consumer education effort encouraging bag recycling and reuse initiatives. The education effort would compliment in-store bag recycling projects already operating in Philadelphia supermarkets as reported on by Pathmark, ShopRite and Penn Jersey Paper Company representatives during the hearing today.”

  

PFMA Member Testimony

Richard McMenamin, owner/operater of ShopRite, Roosevelt Boulevard; Rich Savner, director of public affairs, Pathmark Stores; and Rocco D’Antonio, business development manager, Penn Jersey Paper Company, will provide testimony of behalf of PFMA members.

About PFMA

The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association is a statewide trade association with nearly 1,400 supermarket and convenience store members, operating more than 5,500 retail food stores throughout Pennsylvania and parts of the mid-Atlantic. PFMA’s membership represents all segments of the retail food industry, including locally-owned stores of all sizes, convenience stores and regional and national chains.
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