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PFMA PRAISES GOV. CORBETT’S ACTION TO PREVENT SNAP CUTS 
 
CAMP HILL, PA — The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA), the statewide association 
representing the retail food industry, commends Governor Tom Corbett for preventing an estimated $3 
billion in cuts to SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) over the next 10 years. 
 
“Governor Corbett’s action to prevent the SNAP cuts ordered by Congress means Pennsylvania’s low-
income residents will continue to receive the help they need to feed their families,” said Alex Baloga, 
PFMA director of government relations. 
 
According to the Department of Public Welfare (DPW), 400,000 Pennsylvania households were slated to 
lose a monthly average of $60 to $65 each in benefits, amounting to $300 billion a year. 
 
“Those cuts would have been a huge hit to Pennsylvania businesses, the economy and local food banks 
which would have additional pressure to make up the food deficit,” Baloga said. 
 
Congress made the cuts to SNAP last month when it passed the federal Farm Bill. Fifteen states, 
including Pennsylvania, coordinate energy assistance and SNAP benefits. These “Heat and Eat” states 
look at the amount of energy assistance used to determine SNAP benefits. Through the program, families 
receiving as little as $1 in energy assistance qualified for additional SNAP benefits. In the Farm Bill, 
Congress changed the rule to require receiving at least $20 in heating assistance.  
 
Governor Corbett has committed to increase federal energy aid from $1 to $20. The aid, known as the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), comes from the federal government in the 
form of a block grant. The governor earmarked an additional $8 million from the block grant this year to 
cover the $19 increase in LIHEAP now required. 
 
“We are pleased that Governor Corbett has listened to Pennsylvania’s hunger advocates and the 
residents who would have been severely impacted by these cuts,” Baloga said.  “Thank you to 
Pennsylvania Public Welfare Secretary Bev Mackereth and to her staff for their assistance in getting this 
funding.” 
                                                           ### 
 
The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association advocates the views of more than 900 convenience 
stores, supermarkets, independent grocers, wholesalers and consumer product vendors. PFMA members 
operate more than 4,000 stores and employ more than 140,000 Pennsylvanians. For more information on 
PFMA, visit www.pfma.org.     
 
 

	  


