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Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association Asks Senate  
to Pass a Competitive and Convenient System for Alcohol Sales  

 
PFMA members provided written testimony to third Senate hearing. 

 
HARRISBURG, PA — June 6, 2013 — The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association (PFMA), 
the state’s advocate for food retailers, asks Senate leaders to pass legislation, as described by Lt. 
Governor Jim Cawley during the June 4th hearing, that truly provides Pennsylvanians with a 
competitive and convenient system for purchasing beer, wine and spirits. 

“Consumers want to purchase adult beverages where they buy their groceries and only a private 
distribution and food store based retail sales system will deliver on that requirement,” said David 
McCorkle, PFMA president and CEO. “The current system is not a structure that can be modified. 
Senate leadership is needed to improve on the excellent work of the House of Representatives in 
HB 790 and develop a quick transition to a state-of-the-art private distribution and sale system.”  
 
The Senate held its third and final hearing on liquor privatization and alcohol sales reform 
yesterday. PFMA members Giant Food Stores, Sheetz, and Weis Markets submitted written 
testimony to the committee. All three retailers wrote that their customers have asked for the 
convenience of purchasing adult beverages at their local supermarket or convenience store when 
they pick up the other items on their shopping list.  
 
These retailers have proven track records for responsibly selling adult beverages. They currently 
sell beer and wine in other states where it is permitted by state law. Their employees complete 
extensive alcohol sales training and they are experienced in complying with all federal and state 
laws. In addition, they provide attractive displays, an excellent selection of products with 
competitive prices and safe surroundings for their customers.   
 
“PFMA members have provided clear and concise ideas to make HB 790 an even better bill and 
give consumers the ability to go to their local grocery and convenience store to buy their adult 
beverages in the quantity they choose,” said Alex Baloga, PFMA director of government relations. 
“Let’s reform Pennsylvania’s system as they have in 48 other states and stop sales from going to 
surrounding states that offer the convenience consumers demand.” 
 
The Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association advocates the views of more than 1,000 
convenience stores, supermarkets, independent grocers, wholesalers and consumer product 
vendors. PFMA members operate more than 4,000 stores and employ more than 140,000 
Pennsylvanians. For more information on PFMA, visit www.pfma.org.         
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